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SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 2352

Passed Legislature - 2012 Regul ar Sessi on
State of WAshi ngton 62nd Legi sl ature 2012 Regul ar Session

By House Hi gher Education (originally sponsored by Representatives
Reykdal , Fitzgi bbon, Zeiger, Kenney, Muxwell, Haler, Geen, Jinkins,
Sells, Mscoso, Onsby, Pollet, Billig, Anderson, Probst, Lytton,
Wl ie, Ladenburg, Kelley, Angel, and Hunt)

READ FI RST TI ME 01/ 30/ 12.

AN ACT Relating to institutions of higher education services and
activities fees; anmendi ng RCW 28B. 15. 045; and creating a new secti on.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature recognizes that students
play an inportant role in recomendi ng how services and activities fees
shoul d be expended, as the majority of nenbers of the services and
activities fees commttee at each institution of higher education. It
is the intent of the legislature to increase transparency, so that
expendi tures of revenue from services and activities fees are clearly
vi si bl e and accessible to the students who pay those fees.

Sec. 2. RCW28B.15.045 and 1994 c 41 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

The | egi sl ature recogni zes that institutional governing boards have
a responsibility to manage and protect institutions of higher
educati on. This responsibility includes ensuring certain [|awful
agreenents for which revenues from services and activities fees have
been pl edged. Such | awful agreenents include, but are not limted to,
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bond covenant agreenents and ot her cont ract ual obl i gati ons.
Institutional governing boards are also expected to protect the
stability of prograns that benefit students.

The | egislature also recognizes that services and activities fees
are paid by students for the express purpose of funding student
services and prograns. It is the intent of the legislature that
governing boards ensure that students have a strong voice in
recommendi ng budgets for services and activities fees. The boards of
trustees and the boards of regents of the respective institutions of
hi gher education shall adopt guidelines governing the establishnment and
funding of prograns supported by services and activities fees. Such
gui delines shall stipulate procedures for budgeting and expending
services and activities fee revenue. Any such guidelines shall be
consistent with the foll ow ng provisions:

(1) Student representatives fromthe services and activities fee
conmmttee and representatives of the college or university
adm ni stration shall have an opportunity to address the board before
board decisions on services and activities fee budgets and dispute
resol ution actions are made.

(2) Menbers of the governing boards shall adhere to the principle
that services and activities fee conmttee desires be given priority
consideration on funding itens that do not fall into the categories of
preexi sting contractual obligations, bond covenant agreenents, or
stability for prograns affecting students.

(3) Responsibility for proposing to the admnistration and the
governing board programpriorities and budget |levels for that portion
of program budgets that derive fromservices and activities fees shal
reside wwth a services and activities fee commttee, on which students
shall hold at least a mpjority of the voting nenberships, such student
menbers shall represent diverse student interests, and shall be
recommended by the student governnent association or its equivalent.
The chairperson of the services and activities fee commttee shall be
sel ected by the nenbers of that commttee. The governing board shal
insure that the services and activities fee conmttee provides an
opportunity for all viewpoints to be heard at a public neeting during
its consideration of the funding of student prograns and activities.

(4) The services and activities fee commttee shall evaluate
exi sting and proposed prograns and submt budget recommendations for
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the expenditure of those services and activities fees wth supporting
docunents sinmultaneously to the college or university governing board
and adm ni stration.

(5 The college or wuniversity admnistration shall review the
services and activities fee conmmttee budget recomendations and
publish a witten response to the services and activities fee
commttee. This response shall outline potential areas of difference
bet ween the comm ttee recomendati ons and the adm ni stration's proposed
budget recommendati ons. This response, w th supporting docunmentation,
shall be submitted to the services and activities fee conmttee in a
tinmely manner to all ow adequat e consi derati on.

(6)(a) Inthe event of a dispute or disputes involving the services
and activities fee conmmttee recomendati ons, the coll ege or university
admnistration shall neet wth the services and activities fee
commttee in a good faith effort to resolve such dispute or disputes
prior to submttal of final recomrendations to the governi ng board.

(b) If said dispute is not resolved within fourteen days, a dispute
resolution commttee shall be convened by the chair of the services and
activities fee commttee within fourteen days.

(7) The dispute resolution commttee shall be selected as foll ows:
The college or university adm nistration shall appoint two nonvoting
advi sory nmenbers; the governing board shall appoint three voting
menbers; and the services and activities fee commttee chair shal
appoint three student nenbers of the services and activities fee
coommittee who will have a vote, and one student representing the
services and activities fee commttee who wll chair the dispute
resolution commttee and be nonvoting. The commttee shall neet in
good faith, and settle by vote any and all disputes. 1In the event of
atievote, the chair of the dispute resolution commttee shall vote to
settle the dispute.

(8) The governing board may take action on those portions of the
services and activities fee budget not in dispute in accordance with
the customary budget approval tineline established by the board. The
governing board shall consider the results, if any, of the dispute
resolution commttee and shall take action.

(9) Services and activities fees and revenues generated by prograns
and activities funded by such fees shall be deposited and expended
t hrough the office of the chief fiscal officer of the institution.
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(10) Services and activities fees and revenues generated by
prograns and activities funded by such fees shall be subject to the
applicabl e policies, regulations, and procedures of the institution and
t he budget and accounting act, chapter 43.88 RCW

(11) Al information pertaining to services and activities fees
budgets shall be made available to interested parties. Annually, by
Septenber 30th, the services and_activities fees commttee_ at_ each
institution of _ higher  education, in_coordination wth the
adnm nistration of the institution_ of higher education, shall post
services and_activities fees_ expenditure_ information_ for_ the_ prior
academ c_vear on _the college or wuniversity web site so that the
information is _clearly visible and easily accessible to_students and
the public. At a mninum _ the services and activities_ fees budget
information nmust include all the major categories of expenditure and
the anounts expended in each category.

(12) Wth the exception of any funds needed for bond covenant
obl i gati ons, once the budget for expending service and activities fees
is approved by the governing board, funds shall not be shifted from
funds budgeted for associated students or departnentally related
categories or the reserve fund until the admnistration provides
witten justification to the services and activities fee conmttee and
the governing board, and the governing board and the services and
activities fee conmttee give their express approval. In the event of
a fund transfer dispute anong the services and activities fee
commttee, the admnistration, or the governing board, said dispute
shall be resol ved pursuant to subsections (6)(b), (7), and (8) of this
section.

(13) Any service and activities fees collected which exceed
initially budgeted anbunts are subject to subsections (1) through (10)
and (12) of this section.

Passed by the House February 10, 2012.

Passed by the Senate February 29, 2012.

Approved by the Governor March 29, 2012.

Filed in Ofice of Secretary of State March 29, 2012.

SHB 2352. SL p. 4



	Section 1.
	Section 2.

